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Willmott, Mayor. 
Tueſday, be 1 2 % Day f April 174 3. 
and in the Sixteenth Year of the Reign of 
King Gt ORGE the Second, of Great 
| J Britain, &c. h 


T is Order'd, That the Thanks of this 

Court be given to the Right Reverend Fa- 

ther in God the Lord Biſhop of Landaff, for 

his Sermon preached: before. this Court, and 

the Governors of the ſeyeral Hoſpitals of this 

City, at the Pariſh-Church of St. Bridget, on 

Monday in Eafter-Week laſt, and that he be 
deſired to print the ſame. | 


011 VI. put of the 10 Verſe 


Hs we have therefore Opportunity het us 
do good unto all Men, - - == © 


HESE Words, which are too plain 
and clear in themſelves to need any cri- 
_ tical Explanations, contain in them. a 
very obvious, but very important and comprehen- 
ſive Duty: than which, nothing is more equita- 
ble in itſelf; nothing in its Conſequences more 
conducive to the general Welfare of the World; 
nor any thing more agreeable to the natural un- 
biaſs'd Judgment of every Man's own Mind ; and 
yet to ſome. one Paſſion or other it is owing, as 

they govern, differently different Men, that we ſee 
this great Remedy for the Evils of human Life 


little practis d, and the Opportunities of doing; 
good moſt ſhamefully neglected, | 


In ſome Men, an unreaſonable ill-judg'd. De- 
gree of Self- love ſeems to contract the Heart, and 
ſhut out all Thought of any Concern or Intereſt 
but their own. Others, devoting themſelves to 
the idle Purſuit of this World's Pleaſures and A- 
muſements, turn away their Eyes, and will ſuffer 


no unhappy, melancholy Object to interrupt them 


in their thoughtleſs Gaiety and Mirth, That ill- 


natur'd ws which diſturbs and diſtracts 
A 2 the 
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he World, 1 up the Bowels of ſome Men's 8 
Compaſſion, and prevents even the common Acts 
of Humanity towards all, who happen to differ 
ſrom them. And there is fill another Sort of 
Men, who indulging their own unreaſonable Hu- 
mours, contract a certain Indifference, or rather 
Unfriendlmeſs towards human Kind, which. takes 
no Part in any of their Concerns ; neither rejoices 
with them that rejoice, nor weeps with them that 
w cep. | 
It would be a very ungrateful as well as tedious 
Taſk, to run thro” that almoſt infinite Number of 
Paſſions and Prejudices, which get Poſſeſſion of 
our Minds, and ſerve to alienate our Affections 
from one another: Theſe I have mentioned may 
lead our Thoughts to a thouſand others, which 
ſuppreſs and ſtifle that Benevolence which! is moſt 
natural in Man to Man; and draw back our Hands, 
even when the Heart would reach them out to 
another's Good. And yet if there is a Duty which 
Nature and Reaſon recommend to us with more 
warm and zealous Expoſtulation than any other: 
If there is one true ſincere Pleaſure within our 
Reach, this is that Duty, this is that Pleaſure. 
Imagine oppreſs'd Virtue ſafe under your Protecti- 
on: diſtreſs d Patience comforted by your Coun- 
ſel: or induſtrious Poverty reliey'd by your Mu- 
nificence: Think that in any one Inſtance you 
have given Happineſs to ſome worthy human Crea- 
ture, and your own inward Feeling will give you a 
| much 


. 
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mwah more juſt Idea than Words can give you of 
the divine Pleaſure of doing Good: Confider it 
as a Duty and it is caffly. to be learned from the 
| univerſal Goodneſs of God himſelf, that Attribute 
of his Nature which it is our Privilege to be 'obli- 
ged to imitate.” He is infinitely | gracious and mu- 


nificent, and his tender Mercy is over all his 


Works. Or we may learn this Leſſon even from 


our own Weakneſs and Infirmity: the Senſe = 


our own Dependance on the Good-will,” on the 
Help and Affiſtance of our Fellow-creatutes, ought 
to recommend their Wants to our Pity ; and teach 
us to embrace with Joy and Thankfulneſs any Op- 

portunity of meting to them that Meafure, which 


in a Change of Circumftatices we Should expect, | 


and hope to receive from them. 

And this Duty thus founded and nnd 
eſtabliſhed in Nature: thus plainly ariſing from 
the Conduct of God in his Government of the 
World; as well as from the Condition of Man- 
kind, and the mutual Relation we ſtand in to one 
another, as if not yet ſufficiently ſecur'd, is fur- 
ther ſupported and enforced with the Authority of 


God-Almighty's poſitive Command. * To love 


one another: to do Good: to put on Bowels of 
Mercies: to be kind and tender-hearted, this is to 
offer to God the Sacrifice with which he is well- 
pleaſed: Theſe are the conſtant Precepts of the 

_- Chriſtian 


* John xiii. 34. Heb. xili. 16. | Col. ili. 12. Epheſ. iv. 32. 
Heb. xiii. 16. 
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Chriſtian Law, whoſe Pages abound with Rules to 


direct our Practice in the ſeveral particular Occa- 
ſions we may meet with of paying Obedience to 
them: and from the general Exhortation in the 


£ Text, To do good to: all, we may obſerve that we 


are not to fix any other Bounds to ourſelves in this 
Matter, than thoſe which God hath preſcribed to 
the World itſelf. Our Chriſtian Benevolence muſt 


not be confin d within the narrow Bounds of our 


poor, weak, Fondneſſes and Partialities, to our 
Family, for Inſtance or Relations: to our Neigh- 
bours, or Friends: but extend itſelf to the whole 
Race of Mankind. We ſhould with, and, as far 
as we are able, contribute to, the Happineſs and 
Proſperity of qvery human Creature: In juſt Pro- 
portion to the Ability of any kind which the Good- 
neſs of God hath beſtowed upon us, e muſt do 
Good as we have Opportunity unto all Men! 
The human Race then, Mankind in general, are 
the Object of our Benevolence; and as on 5 
hand it is plain that we are to do Good to all: 
may be very proper to obſerve on the other, ns 
I. ſhall endeavour hoſt to in the re 
Diſcourſe. 
That all are to ao Good that every Individual | 
without Exception is obliged, and in ſome Mea- 
ſure therefore has it in his Power to expreſs his Be- 
nevolence and contribute ſomething towards the 


Good of Mankind. 


8 econdly, 
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'- Secondl „I ſhould conſider When we may be 
ſaid to have an Opportunity for the Practice of this 
Duty: but here the Time will confine me to 
thoſe which n preſent themſelves een us. 


Firſt then a Boch the Obligation ms the Power 
to do Good is univerſal : Every Individual is 
oblig'd, and, has ſome ſort of Ability to coſas 
towards the general Good of Mankind. | 

If we conſider the ſeveral Foundations an the 
Obligation to this Duty, that it is the Command 
of God, and moſt agreeable to his Will: That 
Acts of Mercy are the moſt proper and effectual 
Expreſſions of our Gratitude to God for his Gdod- 
neſs to ourſelves: If we go on further to conſider 
that the Difference between the Rich and Poor is 
the Appointment of his Providence, and continu- 

ally dependent on his Will: That they. ho are 
now able to ſhew. Mercy, may ſoon therefore be 
reduced to the Condition of thoſe who want it: 
That the Happy and the Unhappy are in Nature 
equal: deſcended from the fame human Original: 
Children alſo of, the fame heavenly. Father, enti- 
tled to the ſame Privileges, and have the ſame 
Hope of the Fayour of God: All the Areas 
which flow from theſe, or from any other To- 
picks that can be thought of to perſuade Men to be 
tender -hearted and compaſſionate, and to raiſe in 
our Minds a general Affection towards each other, 
concern equally all Mankind, and have the fame 


Force 
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Force whatever Condition of human Life they are 
applied to. 
Benevolence, as it is a Principle i in the Mind. 
cannot be the Duty of one Man more than ano- 
ther, becauſe every Man bears the ſame Relation 
to human Nature, and to the great Author of it; 
and every Man is alike able to commiſerate the 
Sufferings of bis Neighbour,” and to rejoice in his 
Proſperity. There is a Difference indeed as to the 
Ability of exprefling this Affection of the Mind, 
and ſhewing our Benevolence in outward Acts, in 
Deed and in Truth, But now it comes to be con- 
ſider d, we ſhall find that Charity is an eaſy Work; 
and that in the Conſtitution of human things there 
is ſuch a mutual Dependance amongſt Mankind, 
that as we are all oblig d to with well to all, ſo 
every one has it truly in his Power to demonſtrate 
the Sincerity of his Wiſhes by ſome Act of ow. 

neſs towards his Fellow Creatures. 

As to that moſt obvious and ſenſible Act of Be- 
nevolence, the beſtowing ſome Part of that JYealrh 
which God hath entruſted with us to feed the 
Hungry, or cloath the Naked, or to furniſh any 
other kind of Comfort or Relief to our afflicted 
Brethren; this is a Duty which extends itſelf 
much further in Reaſon than, I doubt, it does in 
Practice; and even this way of Benefaction lies 


open to _ who quite 0 theſe Opportu- 


St. Paul 
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St. Paul indeed charges it expreſs! y upon the 
Rich, that they do good, that they be rich in good 
Works: ready to diſtribute, willing to communi- 
rate ; and from a Want of true Compaſſion for 
others, and abundance of wicked Affection for 
themſelves, great Numbers of Men take ſhelter 
under their own Interpretations of this Text, Con- 
ſidering, and perhaps repining, at what they are 
not, inſtead of thanking God for what they ar 
| They meaſure themſelves by the Condition © of 
| thoſe above them, who are ſurrounded with greater 
Affluence of temporal Bleſſings; and never vouch- 
ſafe to caſt- their Eyes down on the Multitudes be- 
low them, upon whom their Charity might very 
well deſcend: Thus they perſuade themſelves 
they cannot be accounted Rich, and conſequently 
that they have no other Concern in this Exhorta- 
tion of the Apoſtle, but to take the Benefit of it: 
that it is their Buſineſs to receive, and not to give, 
But let theſe Men remember, every one is to be 
merciful after his Power: He that hath much is 
to give plenteonſly ; and he that hath little muſt do 
his Diligence gladly to give of that little. This 
will help us to underſtand the true Meaning of 
St. Paul, whoſe Intention it could not be to diſ- 
charge thoſe who are plac'd in the middle, or the 
more inferior Stations of Life, (that is, the great- 
eſt Part of Mankind) from the Obligation of con- 
tributing ſome Part of their worldly Goods, in pro- 
once to what they poſſeſs, towards the Relief and 

B Comfort 
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Comfort of thoſe, who have leſs, and really want, 
He exhorts the Rich to be Rich in good Works: 
ki it does not follow from hence, that any one js 
aſp his Hand, and turn away from the Com- 
= of the Poor, becauſe another is able, and 
therefore obliged, to ſhew forth his Lovipg-kind- 


neſs in greater Meaſure, and to be more abundant 
in Mercy towards them. As every Man hath received 


the Gift, even ſo we arc to miniſter, the fame one 
to another. It -is the rich Man's Duty to give 


more ; but it is not more his Duty to give, than it 2 


is the Duty of every one who is able to pare tho 


it may be but one Mite. And it is certain we may 


— * - - — 


be enabled to exerciſe this Kind of Charity, to 
adminiſter ſome Relief to the Wants and Neceſſi- 
ties of thoſe, who are below us In the World, by 
the Bounty of thoſe whom the Providence of God 
hath plac'd above us in the more exalted Stations 
of Life They ſhould conſider from: what Hand 
the Bleſſings they enjoy are deriv'd upon them: 
The Power of doing good is that far which every 
created Being is indebted ſomewhere ; it is not his 
own; he hath received it: and we may eaſily 
conceive it increaſing and riſing by degrees, "ll we 
come at laſt to the Author and Fountain of all 
Goodneſs, even God himſelf, who dclights in 
Mercy; and whoſe gracious Intention it is, by the 
ſeveral Degrees of Ability he hath diſtributed a- 
mong Men of doing good to one another, that 


Mercy and Pity freely circulating even thro' the 


minuteſt 
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minuteſt Veſſels chould refreſh and- enliven the 
moſt extreme Parts of the collective Body of Man- 


kind, and ſpread and diffuſe themſelves in an eaſy 


and natural Way throughout the whole human 
Race. But to return. 


That the Obligation to do good in this Way, 


deſcends very low, and ſpreads itſelf wide amongſt 
the Children of Men, may be learn'd from the, 
Example of that poor * Widow inthe Goſpel, who 
out of her Want caſt into the Treaſury her two 
Mites; and to carry it till further, our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour hath aſſured us that the giving even a + Cup, 
of cold Water only is an Inſtance of Beneficence 


which ſhall in no wiſe loſe its Reward ; Now they: 


are very few, who have it not in their Power to- 


do thus W at leaſt: it muſt be an extreme De- 
gree of Poverty indeed, which places a Man be- 
low the Poſfibility of imitating theſe Examples. 
And from the high 1 + Commendation which our 


Bleſſed Saviour gives to the fervent Charity of this 


poor Widow, preferring her Gift far before theirs, 
who, out of their Abundance had caſt into the Trea- 

ſury, it is plain chat the Virtue and Worth of ſuch 
Actions does not conſiſt, in the Sight of God, fo 
much in the Value of what is given, as in the 
charitable Intention of the Mind. He who out of 


a little ſpares fomething to aſſiſt thoſe, who have 
leſs, . the melt undeniable Evidence of his | 


5B K. 1 1 Truſt 
Mark xii. * 4 Matth. 1. 42. 1 Mark xii. 43. +124 
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Truſt and Confidence in God, and of his true Af- 
fection to his Neighbour. He makes the beſt Uſe 
he can of the few Talents God hath committed to 
him; and will have the Comfort hereafter to be 
aſſur'd that his pious, tho' weak Endeavour to do 
good, found full Acceptance with God, who is 
not unrighteous, and will never forget any Work | 
or Labour that proceedeth of Love. | 
But if a Man hath abſolutely nothing of his 
own to beſtow, he may imitate the Example of 
our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, who in the 
extremeſt Poverty were the greateſt Bene factors to 
Mankind. He may perſuade others, as they did; 
and out of their Abundance ſupply his own De- 
fects — But the Duty of doing good is not con- 
fin'd to this one particular Inſtance : there are 
numberleſs other Ways in which every Man may 
| find full Opportunity for the Practice of it: If I 
cannot, for Inſtance, feed the Hungry or cloath the 
Naked; I may viſit the Sick, comfort the Sorrow. 
ful, aſſiſt the Weak, or poſſibly inſtruct and ad- 
viſe the Ignorant. Or if God Almighty hath not 
thought fit to give me the Ability or Opportunity 
of doing good in any of theſe Ways neither, there 
is yet one other left from which no Mortal! is ex- 
cluded. Every Man without Exception may do 
ſo much for his Neighbour as to recommend him 
to the Favour of God: he may give him the Aſ- 
fiſtance of his Prayers; he may at leaſt beſeech 
the Father of all Mercies to look down upon him, 
whatever 


- 
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whatever his Condition may be, with an Eye of 
Pity and Compaſſion: and if theſe charitable Ad- 
dreſſes to the Throne of Grace ate preſented de- 
voutly and ſincerely, God will: ſurely hear them: 

And thus, he who has no immediate Ability of his 
own, may yet do much good; and draw down 
from the inexhauſtible Stores of God's Goodneſs, 
much more effectual Helps and Aſliſtanees, either 


for the Protection, or the Support and Comfort 


of his Brethren, than any human Skill or Ability 
could have been able to afford them. 

We ſee then, both the Obligation and the Pow .- 
er to do good is very extenſive, and reaches to eve- 
ry human Creature. It is firſt of all a Duty we 

owe to God: and the Wiſdom of his Provi- 
dence hath ſo ordered the Things of this World, 
that it is a Duty we owe alſo to Surdeen For we 


are inſufficient to our owII Happineſs: © ſurrounded 


with Wants, and mutually dependent on the Good- 
will, on the Help and” Aſſiſtance of one another. 
And as we are all thus indebted, there is a natu- 
ral Juſtice in the Con ſtitution of Things, which 
both requires and enables every one of us, in ſome 
way or other, to pay the Debt we owe to our Fel- 
Jow-Creatures for the Benefits we” receive from 
them. | 

We ſhould therefore make it our Buſineſs, ge. 
quently to revolve theſe Things i in our Thoughts; 
and ſtudy to fix and eſtabliſh a general Affection 
and Good-will towards our Fellow-creatures as a 


/ ruling 
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will be a beth from the e neceſſary Decay, as 
PA. well 


ruling Principle in 6ur Minds: This is the only 
Way to be ſecure of acting right, of going on re- 


gularly and uniformly in the Diſcharge of this 


moſt important, neceſſary Duty : For till we 


are thus fully convinc'd of the Grounds and Rea- 


ſons of it, and of our Obligation to practiſe it, if 
we concetn ourſelves at all to do any good, it will 


be only by Fits and Starts, juſt as ſome private in- 


tereſted View, or perhaps as mere Humour and 


Fancy may chance to lead nde. Wi 


b, 


Let us now inquire, as vas ptopoſed in the nn 
cond Place, 


When we may be ſald-to hw an oe 
for the Practice of this Duty. 
Now here, the Opportnnicies of doing 8 


may be conſidered either as reſpecting ourſelves or 
others. To do good while we haye Opportunity, 


as it reſpects ourſelves, is to make uſe of chat 


Time, and thoſe Abilities which God is pleaſet ts 
afford us, to“ lay, up for ourſelves, by Acts of 


Charity, 4 good foundation ngainft the time to 


come; not only becauſe the Poſſeſſions of this 
Life are very uncertain, : but becauſe Life itſelf is 
ſo too: and therefore it is highly incumbent on 


us, while we have it in our Power here, to lay 


up for ourſelves Treaſures in Heaven, en they 


+91 Tim. vi. 17, 18. 
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well as all the common Accidents of this Life : 
*+þ-2pbere neither, ruſt. nor math dath corrupt, end ; 
where thieves do wt Cr gg through and ſteal. 
OConſider the Opporzunjties of doing good as ou 
ſpecing: gthers, and, the Meaning is in general, 
That as often as the Prozidenge pf God puts it in- 
to our” Power to prevent. any: Masfortupe, which 
we;lce coming upon aus Nejghbour:at a: Diſtance; 
or to deliver him rm any Afflictian which bath 
| already oyertaken him ; or if we are able to-con- 
tribute, in any. way to the Security — the Increaſe 
of our N eas Medi thels, are — 
bitiesf which, whether confidered; in a, View:;af 
. or Religian, nat, jnnoceggly be ashes. 
This is a ide: Field 3 e | 
continuglly preſent, themſelves for the: Exerciſe,of 
every. Branch of the comprehenſive. Duty: of Chat 
rity. But: as the; Time will not permit mg to en- 
ter into theſe particularly, I muſt confine myſelf 
to the preſent Crs and obſerve that the Ob, 
jects now be fore us addreſs chemſelyes to our Com- 
Peck This is that charitable Affection of the 


ind, which, amongſt all the reſt, is eminently | 
uſeful and Wo to Mankind, It does not in- 


deed comprehend all that is included. in the gene- 
ral Duty of the Text, which implies an Obligation 
not only to compaſſionate our Neighbour's Wants, 


but 


+ Matth. vi. 19, 20. 
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but to rejoice, and to protect him, in his 
Proſperity. And, bad as the World is, there 
is a certain Temper, not very "uncommon in 
it, which agrees pretty well With the latter 
Part of this Duty, which not only wiſhes no 


III to any, but perceives poſſibly ſome Sort of 


Pleaſure from ' other's Good. What Sort of 


Temper muſt that” be, which does not feel” as 


much as this! 'And/ if we feel no more,” What 
is the Good we ſhall do to any one! Barely to be 
pleas d, perhaps not- diſpleas d, with another's 
Good, does not neceſſarily y ugly the doing any 
thing towards it? A Man may fit ill, and” like 
well enough to ſee other People at Eaſe, who 
would not ſacrifice any little Pleaſure or Vanity of 
his ow to make them ſo: and in reſpect of them 
therefore his is no more cham a négative Quality, 

it only does n Hurt. It does not indeed Ieſſen, 
but what does it contribute to the Welfare of the 
World ? The Unhappy plainly receive no Adyan- 
tage from it: and tis a fall Obligation the other 
Part of the World owes to any Man, who oply 


has not Ill-nature and Envy eig to endeavour 
to diſturb chem in their Enjoyments. 
Little Good then, you ſee, would ariſe from 
ſuch an indolent, ſelfiſh Kind of Good-nature, if 
I may call it ſo, Which is really rather a partaking 
in the Good of others than contributing towards it : 
And if we ſhould ſtop here, what would be the 
Conſequence in a * World where Men are born to 


* Job v. 7, SN forrow 
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Fra and trouble as the ſparks fly upwards | The 
Diſtreſſes of human Kind call for more powerful 
Aids: and therefore to provide ſome general Re- 
medy for them among ourſelves, the Goodneſs of 
God hath implanted in every human Breaſt that 
Affection, . is called Compaſſion, whoſe Ob- 
ject is Diſtreſs ; and whoſe Office it is, not barely 
to pity or commiſerate, but effeCtually to apply all 
the Remedies it can find to the various Sorrows 
and Sufferings of Mankind, 

Would you ſee it perfect, conſider it in the Ex- 
ample of the good Samaritan, When he ſaw a 
Stranger in Diſtreſs, what does he do? Not paſs 
by regardleſs on the other Side: nor content him- 
ſelf to adminiſter the cold Comfort of a vain Wiſh, 
or unprofitable Sigh ; but when he ſaw him, he 
had Compaſſion - on him, tho' a Few, a Man of 
Feruſalem, and the profeſs d Enemy therefore 
both of himfelf and his whole Nation. Theſe 
Circumſtances don't put him upon ſeeking for Ex- 
cuſes; his Prejudices and Reſentments all yield 

themſelves up to his Compaſſion; and he has no 
Thought but to apply all the Comfort and Relief 
he could to the Di els, before him. He binds 
up the poor Man's Wounds, pouring in Wine and 
Oil; ſets him on his own Beaſt, conducts him to 
an Inn, and there at his own Expence mn 
that all gue. Care, ſhould. be BR of him. 
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Hear now the Report of the diftreſs'd Objects 


this Day preſented to you, and may it pleaſe God 
to give us all the Heart to $0 and do likewiſe, 


[ 


Here the et was read. 


Now here you will obſerve abundant Opportu- 
nity.is _ to you fort the pry oe your , 
A 

Conſider firſt of all che pitable Caſe of theſe 
poor Children, born in Want, and to grow up in 
Ignorance; deſtitute of ind Comfort, expos'd to 
every Calamity of human Life; and will not the 
leaſt Spark of Compaſſion prevail with us to af- 
ford them; in the tender Bloſſom of their Age, a 
little Shelter? To defend them at their Entrance 

upon the hazardous Stage of this World, from the 
probable Impreſſions of Sin; the certain Trjaties of 
Hunger, and Thirſt, and Cold, their only Birth- 
1 til by the Aſſiſtance of our Charity they 
may learn to live viruoufy, and nd 3 by ele 
own Induſtry. 

Turn your Eyes in the next place to 3 that Houle, 

| whereyouherr thereare Numbers whomourn under 
the various Afflictions of Diſtaſe; or groan under 
the Anguiſh of Wounds they have receiv'd, many 
of them probably in the Defence of our Eats. and 
Quiet, and Security: And do not theſe our un- 
happy Fellow-creatures juſtly claim, nay do they 
not in a manner compel our compaſſionate Help! 
The 
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The natural Sympathy between Man and Man is ſo © 
ſtrong, that we cannot even imagine the helpleſs 
Sighs and Groans of theſe poor Creatures without 
feeling ſomething for them, and partaking in their 
Affliction. There is a Contagion in their Grief, 
which fpreads ſuch a Senſe, together with the 
Knowledge of it, that contributing to their Cure is 
to give ourſelyes Eaſe: and if we have not put off 
our Humanity, this Opportunity of doing Good 
muſt recommend itſelf to us very ſtrongly for our 
own, as well as for Go s and our Neighbour' 8 
Gaksc.c-;; 

From this e News of vedily <affering; 
paſs on to thoſe ſtill more unhappy Sufferers, who 
have receiv'd the Infection of Sin into their Minds: 
who have abus'd the Bleſſings of Health and 
Strength which the Goodneſs of God has beſtow! 

upon them, and far from employing them to his 


Honour and Service, have moſt ungfatefully us d 
them as Inſtruments, where with td rebel againſt 


him. Here we ſhall find a juſt, but at the ſame 


time, I hope,' compaſſionate Reſeritment ariſing in 
our Minds, While we confider the Aggravations 


of their Crimes, we ſhould think alſo of the Diſ- 


advantages of their Birth, the common Frailty of 


their Nature, and the Poſſibilities af Amendment. 


This happy Effect, by the merciful Aſſiſtancb of 
God's Grace, has often follow d from Wholſome 


Correction, hard Labour, and: thoughtful Hours: 
Theſe Helps then at leaſt our Compalien ſhould 


C42 a tford 


S 


__ 
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ford them, whoſe Caſe is as much more deſpe- 

rate, and therefore as much more "compaſſionate, 
than theirs, who ſuffer only from Diſeaſe, as the 
Soul is more precious than the Body, or the Joys 
of Heayen more valuable than the greateſt Bleſ- 

ſings upon Earth. And let us therefore chearfully 
contribute to this good Work, remembring that 
the Succeſs of it will reach even to Heaven itſelf, 
where there is niore & joy over one ſinner that re- 
penteth, than over ninety and nine juſt perfons who 
need no repentance. 

Laſtly, Here are preſented to you the moſt un- 
| happy Claſs in the School of Affliction, I mean 
thoſe who are afflicted with Madneſs; holt Di- 
ſtreſs is the more calamitoi s, as it is incapable even 
of ſeeking after any Me-ns for it's own Relief. 
The bare mention of this Misfortune muſt fill 
every Man with true Compaſſion, who has any to- 
lerable Notion of the Value of his own Under- 
ſtanding, and of the mighty Advantage and Privi- 
leges of that Reaſon which God hath given him. 
To confider a Man diveſted of all theſe Privileges, 
thrown out of the Order of rational Beings, ſunk 
into the animal Tribe, but to fill no Place even 
among them, as he is there the Subject of no 
Law; acts with no Views, but merely as an irre- 
gular Machine: Good God is it poſſible any ra- 
tional Creature ſhould look on ſuch moving Ob- 
jects as theſe, as an unconcern'd Spectator! That 


Reaſon 
Luke xv. 7. 
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Reaſte which they have loſt, ſhould excite us to 
ſhew our. Thankfulneſs to God for the Continuance 
of this Blefling to ourſelves, by contributing all in 
our Power towards reſtoring, in theſe moſt deplo- 


rable Objects of our Compaſſion,” that” Faculty 
which ſtamps upon us all the Image of God, and 
alone enables us to anſwer the great End of our 


1 


Creation, by ſerving wo honouting « our Ae and 


mereiful Creator. n TIAC EY 


Theſe are the Chae lInſtances of Diſtreſs, 


which this Day cry aloud for your compaſſionate 


Help. And let us all remember thoſe who are 


bound with theſe] Bonds, as bound with them ; and 


' thoſe who ſuffer Adverſity, as being ourſelyes al- 
ſo in the Body.“ It is as much our Intereſt, as it 


”» 


is our Duty, to embrace the Opportunities now 


before us of doing Good: and thro” the. Mercy of 


God he human Mind is  fram'd, that it would 
be as unnatural not to feel the Piſtreſſes I have 


faintly repreſented to you, as it wou'd be (if it 


was poffible) to feel carat ** not endeavour to 


relieve them. 

Conſidering you 155 as Men, if I have pre- 
vail'd ſo far only as to gain the various Affliction 
of theſe poor Creatures a Place in your Thoughts, 
J will venture to leave it to human Natute to de- 
fend her own Cauſe: She will repreſent her own 
Sufferings in the propereſt Colours, and plead for 
their Relief with the moſt n. tho' ſilent E- 


| uence, But 
35 * Heb. xiii. 3. 
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7 as Chriſtians, I muſt again put you in 
mind, that doing Good is a Duty moſt acceptable 
to God; as it manifeſts our Love of God, and is 

a ſure Mark of our Truſt. and Confidence in him: 
that as our bleſſed Saviour hath ſet us the moſt 
perfect Pattern of univerſal Love and Good-will 
towards Men, ſo he hath commanded us to copy 
after it, and hath made our Love of one another 
the e pocullar Mark by which all Men may diſtin- 
guith us to be his Diſciples.“ And laſtly, that 
the Scriptures have given us repeated Aſſurances, 
that Acts of Charity are the ſureſt Means to ſe- 
cure to ourſelves the Favour of God here, and the 
only! Foundation of Hope to find DRE: with him 
hereafter, . 
If thou forbear then to how thyſelf mend 
compaſlionate to thy Brother: If thou fayeſt, 
8 we knew it not; remember, he that poy- 
_ dereth the heart will confider it ; and be will render 
70 every man according to 'his works, || 


L's if \ . 
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A A True REPORT of the great Number of poor 
* Children, and other poor People, maintain'd in the 
3 ſeveral Hoſpitals, under the pious Care of the Lord- 
2 Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of the City of 
2 // 
9 \ * = he” * 5 ; 8 . quan D A ; f V | W 
Cn sr's Hoſpitall. 
4 is 29610217 1261! ; 1 3 | 1271 5 (INS n 10 kk = | 
LLDRE N (put forth Apprentices; and ae Very | 
1 Hoſprtal the Y ear laſt paſt 137; Ten * | 
whereof being inſtructed in the Mathematicks and Na- Y ö 
vigation, were placed forth Apprentices to Commanders of 37 | 


Ships, out: of the Mathematical School; founded by his late 
Majeſty King Charles the Second of "Bleſſed Memory Fe 
0 En dren Buried the Vear laſt paſt . —— 12 


| Chidrer now. remaining under the Care and Charge of t 3 
ſaid Hoſpital, which are kept in the Houſe and at Nur elſe- 1094 W | 
Where 93 34) and 161 newly admitted, ' amounting in all to ) 1 
The Names of all which are Regiſterd in the Books kept in tbe 
faid' Hoſpital, and are to be ſeen, as alſo When and whence they were 
admitted; 7 £14130 999 3 (11 1460 rn 29715] Wg g 4 217209 
That the Revenue of the Hoſpital having greatly fuffer'd by ſeveral 
dreadful Fires int and about London, and otherwiſe! and the Governs 
having been at vaft Expence, for accommodating poor Orphans, 
purchaſing and building of convenient Houſes, or Nurſeries, at Herr- 4 

ford and Mare ſor their Reception, and in maintaining of Maſters, | 
Uſhers, and other proper Officers there; And the Sick Ward in the 
ſaid Hoſpital having by Length of Time become ruinous and in 
great Danger of falling) hath unavoidably occaſion'd the rebuilding of . 

the ſame, which has been finiſhed at a very great Expence'of the No- | 
ney of the faid Hoſpital: And the annual Increaſe of Children ha- 
ving made it abſolutely neceſſary ſor the Governors to engage in the 
new building of two additional Wards for the faid Childrens Recepti- 
on, which ſaid Buildings have been likewiſe finiſtied at the ike Char 


and Expence of the ſaid Hoſpital: And the Hoſpital's Revenue, with 4 
out caſual Benefactions, being not ſufficient to defray the Charge of 1 
maintaining ſo large a Number of Childten as they do, together with 1 
the great Expence of the faid New Buildings: It is therefore to be | | 


hoped, and wiſhed for, that in regard to a Work ſo Charitable, Uſe- 

ful, and Commendable ; being for the Relief of neceſſitous Orphans 

and Infants, the Advancement of the Chriſtian Religion, and the 
| | G 


* 
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| 
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Good of the Kingdom, all charitable and worthy good Chriſtians will 
readily and liberally contribute to the Support and Encouragement of 
ſo good and nidus aW. 5 
of ui bnigatert ie eg 250 DUE, N97 HG, 
St. BARTWwoLoOMEW's Hoſpital, | | ©. 
GN et to azmncltl0d has; wilenomand) norglM 
HERE have been Cur'd and Diſcharg'd from St. Bar- 
tholomew's Hoſpital the laſt Year, of Wounded, Maim- 7 
ed, Sick and Diſcaſed Perſons out of this great 82 and othe! | 
Parts of his Majeſty's, Dominions and Foreign Parts 4699, & 4699 
many of them relieved with Money and other Neceſſaries at 
their LA to accommodate them in their Return to their 
ſeveral Habi tation —— —ñ ᷑ĩ —. : 
A particular Charity of Truſſes given to —— —— 107 
Buried this Year after much Charge in thelr Illneſs -—— 349 
Remaining under Cure at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital== 695 
So that there. are and have been under the Care of the ſaiad) 
Hoſpital, the Year.laſt paſt, of Poor, Sick and Lame Perſons, #5840 


deſtitute of all other Relief, in all — — 


- 


Th Hoſpyal having happily eſcap'd the great Fire of the City of 
Lenden, the Buildings thereof were he Length of Time become very 
ruinous and dangerous; for which Reaſon the Governors, and other 
Charitable Perſons, by a voluntary Subſcription, have already new 
built and finiſh'd two Piles of Building, one of them conſiſting of a 
large Hall; for the Reſort of the Governors at general Courts, a 
Compting: Houſe for the meeting of Committees of Govesnors for the 
Diſpatch of the Buſinsls of the Hoſpital, ſeveral Rooms for, the, Ex- 
amining, Taking in,, Preſcribing for, and Diſcharging of Patients, 
and other neceſſary Offices; and the other Pile of Building conſiſting 
of Sixteen Wards, which are now ſurniſh'd with Two hundred and 
fifty, Beds for the Uſe of the Poor and.their Nurſes, beſides the Number 
of Patients remaining in the old Wards, which are yet ſtanding: And 
as moſt of theſe old Wards are likewiſe become very ruinous, the Go- 
vernors, encouraged by the many charitable Donations already received, 
entertain Hopes of a Continuance thereof, to enable them ſoon to be- 
gin another Pile of Building of Wards for the Patients only, accord- 
ing to a Plan already prepared, and have opened a Subſcription for that 
Purpoſe, which, when compleated, will make the Hoſpital more re- 
gular and uſeful, and enlarge the ſame, ſo as to admit a greater Num- 
r of Patients, which is much wanted, 18416 
But as the conſtant annual Charge of Maintaining and Relieving 
the great Number of Poor now in the Hoſpital, much exceeds the Re- 
venue thereof, the charitable Aſli ſtance of all Perſons is humbly deſir'd, 
to enable the Governors not only to ſupport the preſent Charity, but to 
| BE "AA accompliſh. 
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accompliſh the further Enlargement thereof; a Charity very neceſſary ' 
for preſerving the Lives of ſo many miſerable People, who would other- 
wiſe periſh, were it not for that Relief which, by the Bleſſing of 
God, they daily receive from the ſaid Hoſpital, pet's 


— et 
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St. Tu 0M 48's Hoſpital, 


THERE have been Cured and Diſcharged from St. Tho- 
mas's Hoſpital in Southwark, this laſt Year, of Wound- | 
ed, Maimed, Sick and Diſeaſed Perſons 6270, many of whom 6 
have been relieved with Money and Neceſſaries at their Depar- we” 
ture, to accommodate and ſupport them in their Journeys to | 
their ſeveral Countries and Habitationss —„4ũf12? | | 
Buried from thence this Year, after much Charge in their | 
Sickneſs — en ink | 
Remaining under Cure at the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital— 742 
So that there are and have been this Year, of poor miſerabley _ | 
Objects under the Cure of the ſaid Hoſpital, and deſtitute June i | 
other proper Cure, in all _ . — P's Ln 
The Number of Perſons conſtantly relieved in this Hoſpital being 
ſo large, as from the above and other annual Accounts appears, the 
Provicons of Food and Phyſick, and the Care of able Phyſicians and 
Surgeons, and other requiſite A ſſiſtance, occaſion a great and continu- wb 
al Expence, and the Hoſpital alſo frequently requiring large Repairs ; 
and Rebuildings, the whole certain Revenue falls extremely ſhort of 
defraying the neceſſary Charges; and yet by the Bounty of pious and 
well-diſpos'd Perſons, this Charity has not only been long ſupported, g 
but much enlarged : It is therefore humbly recommended to Perſons | 
alike Pious and Benevolent, that they will be pleaſed to enable the Go- | ' 
vernors, by charitable Contributions, to go on in relieving the Di- | 
ſtreſſes of the Maimed and Diſeaſed Poor, ſo that they may be pre- i 
ſerv'd and made uſeful Members of the Public. | 


th 
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BRIDEWELL Hoſpital, | 


Vagrants and other indigent and miſerable People, all 
which have had Phyſick, and ſuch other Relief, at the Charge 
of the ſaid Hoſpital,” as their Neceſſities required —— 

Maintained in the faid Hoſpital, and brought up in diver- 
Arts and Trades at the only Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, Ap- F 79 | 4 
prentices « — — . — 


ECEIV'D this laſt Year into the Hoſpital of Bridewell, ö | 
381 


| 
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BeTHLEM Hoſpital. 


ADMITTED into the Hoſpital of Bethlem this _— 167 


Year, diſtracted Men and Women — _ 
Curcd of their Lunacy, and Diſcharged thence the ſaid Year, 
ſeveral of which were Relicved with Cloathing and Money ad 113 
their Departure + — — — 
Diſtracted Perſons buried the laſt Year, after much 3 46 


beſtowed upon them in their Lunacy and Sickneſs — — 
Now remaining in the ſaid Hoſpital under Cure, and provi- 
ded for with Phy ſick, Diet, and other Relief, at the Charge p 233 
of the ſaid Hoſpitalal! . — 
Beſides which, divers Perſons who have been Cured in the ſaid 
Hoſpital, are provided with Phyſick, as Out- Patients, at the Charge 
of the ſaid Hoſpital, to prevent a Return of their Lunacy. 8 
* The Particulars of all which may be ſeen in the Books of the ſaid 
here are generally above 200 Diſtracted Perſons maintained in the 
Hoſpital of Bethlem ; and though new Patients are from time to time 
admitted in the room of thoſe who, by the Bleſſing of God, are Cu- 
red and Diſcharged, yet there are continual Applications made to the- 
Governors for Admiſſion of others; and in order to make room for 
ſuch as may probably be reſtored to their Senſes, the Governors are 


obliged to reject, and turn out many, who, upon Examination; or 


after ſome time of Trial, appear to be Incurable, and whoſe Caſe is. 
2 the more deplorable as to themſelves, and often dangerous to 
others. p | 4 | N 

Some Beneſactions having been lately given to the Governors of 
Bethlem Hoſpital, to be applied to the Uſe of Incurable Lunaticks, 
and the Governors having obtained a Grant from the City of ſome- 
additional Ground in eorfields, two Buildings have been erected and 
finiſhed, the one at the Eaſt End of the ſaid Hoſpital for Incurable 
Men-Patients, and the other at the Weſt End for Incurable Women- 
Patients; and there are already 9o admitted. But inaſmuch as the 


annual Revenues of the ſaid Hoſpital do not near anſwer the preſent. 


annual Charge, there will be no Means of ſupporting an additional 
Expence, for Incurables, without the Contribution of charitable Per- 
ſons; and this ſeems to be the only neceſſary Charity for which a Pro- 
viſion is wanted in this noble City, 5 N 
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A true Account (for the Year laſt paſt) of the Wo RR- 
Hous E in B:/hopſgate-ſtreet, erected purſuant to an 
Act of Parliament made in the 13th and 14th Vears 
of the Reign of King Charles II. which Account 
ends the 25th of March, 1743. [> 


CHILDREN in the Houſe at Lady-day, 1742. - —— 130 


Since admitted = | — — 40 

170 

Diſcharged and put forth Apprentice, or to Service in ſeveral? 3 
good Families — — — — . 15 
Buried * | 4 1 — mam * — 3 
Remaining at Lady-day, 1743. —— — 127 

, 170 


—— 
Theſe are religiouſly educated, according to the Uſage of the 
Church of England; and are employed in ſpinning Wool, ſewing 
and knitting: They are dieted and cloathed, and duly taken care of 
in Sickneſs : They are taught to read, write, and caſt accompt, where 
by they are qualifred for Services and honeſt Employments ; and have 
Money given with them when put forth Apprentice, if BenefaQtor's 
or Freemen's Children of the City of Landon. 


2 


VAGABONDS, Beggars, pilſering and other youngY - 
| Vagrants and diſorderly Perſons, duly committed in the & 289 
Year laſt paſt, were 265, and 24 remained at Lady-day, 1742. 


Diſchar ged — — — — 261 
Buried 4 — # ——— — — O 
Remaining at Lady- day, 1743. — — 28 

28 9 


Theſe Vagabonds, Beggars, &c. have proper Relief, and are em- 
ployed in beating Hemp and waſhing Linnen, whom by God's Bleſ- 
ling and theſe Means have been brought to a right Senſe of their 
Crimes; and many of them have reformed, and uſed an honeſt In- 
duſtry afterwards for their Livelihoods. 


Os 


* 
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Of the Children here educated ſince the Vear 1701, there hath been 
diſcharged and placed forth Apprentice to Officers of Ships, to Trades, 
and to Service in ſeveral good Families, (beſides thoſe mention'd in the 

reſent Account) Two thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeven; and with- 

in that time Nimeteen thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one Vaga- 
bonds, Beggars, Ic. (among which were ſeveral notorious Impoſtors, 
pretending to be Lame, Dumb and Blind) have been committed, and 
puniſhed with Confinement and hard Labour in the maler above- 
mention'd, | * FAA I er 

Of the Children there has died Three hundred and nineteen, and of 
the Vagabonds T wo hundred and twenty-one, 

The Children and all others in this Work-Houſe, are requir'd to at- 
tend Divine Service Morning and Evening, which (in a convenient 
Place) is there regularly and duly performed, | 


By the aforemention'd Act of Parliament, Power is granted for the 
Preſident and Governors of this 58 (without Licenſe in 
Mortmain) to purchaſe or receive any Lands, *"Tenements, and Here- 
ditaments, not exceeding the yearly Value of Three thouſand Pounds, 
of the Gift, Alienation or Deviſe of any Perſon or Perſons ; and an 
Goods, Chattels, or Sums 05 Money whatſoever, to be applied to the 
| Ukes aforeſaid, But as yet the preſent real Eſtate, belonging to the ſaid 

Corporation (beſides the Ground on which the JYork- Hſe is ſituate) 
amounts to little more than One hundred Pounds per Annum ; and the 
neceſſary Expence far exceeding the yearly Income, has very much 
increaſed the Debts of the Houſe, and prevented the farther good De- 
ſigns intended thereby: It is therefore humbly hoped, good and well 
diſpoſed Perſons will be pleaſed to encourage and charitably aſſiſt this 
moſt uſeful and beneficial Work; that ſo, for the future, it may be 
render'd more ſerviceable to the Publick, and carry'd on with greater 
Succeſs: By which means poor deſtitute Children will be Educated, 
Maintained, and Employed, and kept from the Diſtreſs and Miſeries 
thoſe ſuffer who want ſuch an Education: And pilfering and other 
ſtroling Vagrants, ſturdy Beggars, lewd. Night- walkers, and ſuch 
other idle diforderly Perſons, being puniſhed with Confinement and 
hard Labour, may (from thoſe evil and very pernicious Practices) be 
thereby corrected, reſtrained, and reformed. 


* 


VN. B. By a late Act of Parliament, this Corporation can receive 
no further Help by Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments. 2 
The Premiſes are moſt humbly recommended to your pious Conſi- 


deration. . | 3 
6 vg 


